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Room for
more guests

By Rurs Ryon

Times Staff Whiter

Talk about being discoverd overnight. CNN
Talk show host Larry King and his wife, singer-
actress Shawn Southwick, had been looking on
and off for years for a new house. Then, in a
flash, they bought one in
& . Beverly Hills for close to
$12 million. “I did the
~ legwork and screening for
_ Larry,” Southwick said.
“From seeing to buying,
how long did it take?”
King prompted his wife.
“Two days,” she replied.
She had started the search

NEW SET: by casually looking for a
CAZIN,S L‘;;rry King  home with more rooms
and wife buy for .

$12 million. and slightly more space

than what they had.
Southwick, 47, and King, 73, wanted to continue
to live in the flats of Beverly Hills, an area South
of Sunset Boulevard they called “a feel-good
neighborhood,” where residents walk to schools
and shops.
[See Hot Property, Page K13]
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Then she saw the Tuscan-
style estate with seven bedrooms
and nine bathrooms in 9,500 plus
square feet and was drawn to the
home by itdistinguished European
look. The house was built in 1989
but was recently refurbished by
Joanna Shimkus Poitier, actor
Sidney Poitier’s wife, and Kathy
Mendoza, who owned it with her
husband, Thomas, a Northern
California businessman.

During the two-year
renovation, the gated estate got
a tile roof from a 200-year-old
Italian monastery, state-of-the-art
features and a plasma TV.

Southwick especially likes
the detached guesthouse. And
she likes that her new home

is only eight blocks from the
King family’s current residence,
which had multiple offers and is
in escrow at more than its $7.2
million asking price.

King and his wife have owned
that house for nearly 10 years,
which is about as long as they
have not been married. “We’ll
miss the house,” he said.

As busy as they are, it’s hard
to imagine they’ll have time to
miss it much.

King appears five nights a
week on “Larry King Live,” does
CNN specials on the weekends
and is getting ready for a week-
long network celebration in
April marking his 50th year
in broadcasting. Southwick is

preparing to release a new CD of
songs, including one with Willie
Nelson.

Kath Villa, a Westide agent
for more than 20 years and a
longtime friend of Southwick’s,
represented  the
couple in buying
and selling, as did
Asher Dann, a pal
of King’s since
kindergarten.
Villa and Dann

are with Coldwell < Villa
Banker Real Estate, Beverly
Hills.

Stephen Resnick of Westside
Estate Agency, Beverly Hills, had
the listing.



